
An Early College pilot program that will provide an opportunity for Alleghany High School students to 

graduate with an associate degree from Dabney S. Lancaster Community College has been developed by 

a team led by Alleghany County Public Schools Superintendent Eugene Kotulka and DSLCC President Dr. 

John Rainone.  

The program is expected to begin next fall.  

An information session for students, parents and families will be held on Wednesday, Jan. 27, at 6 p.m. 

at Alleghany High School.  Light refreshments will be served.   

Early College programs have been offered in other areas for some time. Benefits are numerous for 

students and families.  

Participants selected for this program will have the chance to experience college-level courses in a 

variety of disciplines, allowing them to explore possible majors for further study.  The students gain a 

new level of maturity and are prepared to enter the workforce or pursue further study toward a 

bachelor’s degree.  

A huge benefit for Early College program students is the opportunity to save money with the cost of a 

college education.  It is possible for families to be able to save thousands of dollars.   

Some courses will be offered through the DSLCC dual enrollment program format offering reduced out-

of-pocket tuition costs to the student, and also because most high school students are still living at 

home and avoiding the food and housing arrangements needed to live out of the area.  

“Many of our students at AHS are capable of completing this program successfully,” commented 

Kotulka. “In addition to the knowledge and skills that they will gain, there are other benefits.   

“Students will strengthen time management skills, study habits and self-discipline; it is not an easy route 

to take but one that will be an outstanding way to get a jump start on a college degree,” Kotulka added. 

“Students will need to work hard to be able to take advantage of this opportunity, but it is achievable, 

and I believe that many will step up to the challenge.”  

Dr. Rainone also expressed his excitement for this new option.  

“We have enjoyed having AHS students take DSLCC courses for many years, either through our dual 

enrollment program, in the Jackson River’s Governor’s School, or by registering on their own for courses 

that worked with their high school schedule,” Dr. Rainone said. “By the time they have graduated from 

high school, some had earned a large number of credits, but no credential.   

“This format will structure the courses to meet the requirements for an associate degree,” Dr. Rainone 

added. “As DSLCC students, those enrolled in this program will have the use of our library, writing center 

and other resources that the college has in place to support student success.”  

This program is a new option for those interested in earning an associate degree while still enrolled in 

high school. For many years, the Jackson River Governor’s School (JRGS) program has offered college-



level courses in mathematics, science and technology. That outstanding program will not only continue, 

but will be enhanced by offering the same opportunity as those selected for the new Early College 

program.   

JRGS students will now have a pathway mapped out for them based upon their schedules through which 

they may now earn an associate degree in science upon graduation from high school.   

Director of the Jackson River Governor’s School is Eddie Graham, available at (540) 863-2872 or 

egraham@dslcc.edu, for students or parents who seek additional details about opportunities through 

the JRGS program. For more information about Early College, contact Mary Jane Mutispaugh, director of 

instruction for Alleghany County Public Schools, at (540) 863-1809 or email mmutispaugh 

@alleghany.12.va.us. 
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